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All Teachers are Teachers of Reading 
 

In every classroom, there are students of varying reading levels.  This chapter provides 

strategies that all teachers can use to enhance all students’ ability levels to read textbooks and 

other expository (informational) text.   

 

PRE-READING STRATEGIES 

 Pre-reading strategies are used to provide the support necessary for students to read the 

text independently.  Very rarely should students be asked to read a text cold (without any sort of 

preparation).  Below are described 11 pre-reading strategies.  Each of these should take between 

one and no more than eight minutes. 

 1. Activate relevant schemata.  Before reading, help students recall what they know 

about a subject.  For example, before reading a chapter on amphibians you would ask students, 

“What do we know about amphibians?”  As students respond, their ideas are listed on a board, 

screen, or chart. 

 2. Provide background information.  Using the headings of the text as an outline, teach 

the salient elements of what students are about to read.   

 3. Use advanced organizers.  An advanced organizer is a graphic organizer shown in 

advance of the assigned reading or lesson.  It shows the structure of what is to be read or learned 

(see Figure 1).  This could include an outline, graphic organizers such as concept maps and 

semantic maps, or even charts or diagrams.   The level of detail contained in the advanced 

organizer should be commensurate with students’ reading level and age.  The structure and 

sequence of the information presented should replicate exactly that which is found in the text.  

These can be printed out in paper form, displayed on a board, or poster, or projected onto a 

screen.   

 
                       Figure 1. Examples of advanced organizers. 
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 4. Guided notes.  Guided notes are outlines, semantic maps, or concept maps with spaces 

provided for students to insert notes as they are reading.  Most often outlines are used here.  

Figure 2 provides an example of what guided notes would look like for the section below.  To 

provide further scaffolding, the teacher could fill in parts of the outline for struggling readers. 

 
                                             Figure 2. guided notes 

Teach Study Skill Strategies 
 1. THE STRATEGIES 
  a. 5-step basic note-taking strategy.  
     1. 
     2.  
  b. Read, dot, and record.   
     1. 
     2.  
  c. Preview-overview. 
     1. 
     2.   
  d. Read and pause.  
     1. 
     2. 
  e. Paragraph re-read 
     1. 
     2. 
  f. Skim, re-read, and note 
     1. 
     2. 
2. TIPS 
  a. 
  b. 

 

 

 5. Present important vocabulary words.  Identify two to no more than six new or 

relatively unfamiliar words that are important in understanding the text.  Present these words in 

the context of the sentence in which they are found in the text. Display the sentences so that all 

can see.  Read them through with students and help them generate at least two possible 

synonymous words or phrases (if possible).  Then provide short mini-lessons to teach the 

necessary conceptual knowledge. 

 6. Short related discussion.  Design a short small group or whole class discussion 

related to something found in the text.  Questions should be linked to the upcoming text in such a 

way that the discussion illuminates the text and the text illuminates the discussion topic. 

 7. List, group, and organize.  This is an activity for large group, small groups, or pairs.  

Before reading, ask students to identify and list what they know about the text topic.  Their ideas 

should be listed on a screen, poster, or board for large group.  Paper or computer can be used for 

small groups and pairs.  To ensure there is an adequate breadth of knowledge, the teacher can 

also include information on this list related to text.  Next, ask students to use inductive analysis 

to put the ideas into groups.  Finally, have students use the information to create a graphic 

organizer (see Figure 1).  As a post-reading activity, students can (a) add additional information 

to their graphic organizer, (b) revise or make corrections to their graphic organizer, or (c) create 

a new graphic organizer.  For younger students, you will need to provide the groups and 

headings for them after the list has been created.  They would then put the ideas in the correct 
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group.  

 9. What’s my topic?  This strategy is designed to activate relevant schemata in a game-

like format.  The topic of the upcoming text should be a mystery (this activity may not work with 

a textbook chapter).  Students are put in small groups.  After a clue is given, each group in turn 

asks a yes/no question and attempts to guess the mystery topic.  Keep going until one group 

correctly guesses the topic and wins the game.    

 10. Semantic impression.  This also works best for reading expository text that is not 

part of an assigned textbook.  Here a list of eight to ten key words and phrases are presented to 

students.  Students are asked to make a prediction of an upcoming reading topic.   Remember, a 

prediction is not simply a guess; rather, a guess based on clues.  Use the graphic organizer in 

Figure 3. to list the keywords and clues.  This can be done in large, small group, and pairs.   The 

discussion that occurs in these small groups provides opportunities for students to interact with 

words and concepts they will encounter in the text.   

 
                      Figure 3. Graphic organizer for semantic impression. 

Keywords Clues 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

 

 

Text topic prediction:  
 

 

 11. Confirmations.  Before reading, present students with three to five declarative 

statements that can be confirmed by reading the upcoming selection.  Students should be asked 

to agree or disagree with each of the statements before reading (see Figure 4).  They should 

revise confirmations as needed after reading.  Again, the conversation that occurs as a result 

makes this an excellent activity for pairs and small groups. 

 
                       Figure 4. Confirmation. 

 agree disagree 

1. Lizards are amphibians.   

2. Frogs cool themselves by opening their mouth.    

3. Salamanders only live in North America.   

4. Some frogs and can live to be 20 years old.   

5. An lizard is the same as a salamander.   

 

 

TEACH STUDY SKILL STRATEGIES 

 A study skill strategy is a process used to create meaning with expository text 

(textbooks).  For students to use them, they have to be easy to use and practical.  Below are 

seven such strategies.  These should be taught explicitly and reviewed every year. 

The Strategies 

 • 5-step basic note-taking strategy.  Guided notes (above) is a good introduction to 
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note-taking.  This provides the structure necessary for students to develop their own note-taking 

strategy.  Then teach a very basic form of note-taking (see Figure 5).  Keep it simple.  Students 

will naturally develop more complex forms of note-taking as the need arises. 

 
                                    Figure 5. The 5-Step basic note taking strategy. 

1. Write the title of the article or chapter on top of the page 

2. Write the name of the heading (underline it). 

3. As you read each paragraph, select only the most important ideas. 

4. Record the idea using short, abbreviated (incomplete) sentences 

5. Recording supporting ideas below sentences 

 a. use numerals for main ideas 

 b. use small letters for supporting ideas 

 c. less confusing than official “outlining” formats 

 

 • Read, dot, and record.  When reading expository text, you sometimes do not want to 

interrupt the reading flow by stopping to record notes.  Instead, put a dot in the margin of the text 

with a pencil to identify important ideas as you are reading.  (You can erase the dots later.)  After 

reading, go back and take notes using the 5-step basic note-taking strategy above. 

 • Preview-overview. Start by reading the first paragraph, the headings and subheading, 

and the last paragraph.  Then read the entire text and take notes.  The graphic organizer in Figure 

6 can be used to teach this process.  The first two sections are used to list ideas found in the first 

and last paragraphs.  The last section is used for notes. 
 

 

                                        Figure 6. Graphic organizer for preview-overview. 

First Paragraph 
 

 
 

Last Paragraph 
 

Headings and Notes 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 • Read and pause.  First, read a paragraph.  Then pause to see if you understood and can 

restate an important idea.  If so, resume reading.  If not, return and re-read. 

 • Paragraph re-read. Read a paragraph.  Then skim to find an important idea.  Continue. 

 • 3x5 card.  A 3x5 card helps to keep you focused as you read.  Some prefer to put the 

card on top of the line they are reading and move down.  This allows their eyes to naturally 

predict and move ahead.  Others prefer to put the card underneath the line they’re reading.  This 

can also be used in conjunction with any of the strategies described above. 

 • Skim, re-read, and note.  Quickly skim the text to get a sense of the whole.  Then they 

re-read and take notes as you read. 

Tips for Teaching Study Skill Strategies 

 Starting at the beginning of each year, teach one or two of the study skill strategies 

described in this section.  Keep it simple and practical, adopt and adapt, and encourage students 

to use the strategies that work best for them.  Also, create a poster to display the study skill 

strategies that you will teach in your classes (see Figure 7).  Break each study skill strategy into 
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specific steps.  When assigning a text, always remind students to use one of these study skill 

strategies.   

 
    Figure 7. Poster ideas for study skill strategies.  

Take Notes 
1. Record heading 
2. Read a paragraph.  
3. Record important ideas 
4. Use numbers and 

letters 
 

Dot and Notes 
1. Read a paragraph. 
2. Put dot next to 

important ideas 
3. Finish chapter 
4. Take notes using 

outline and headings 
 

Preview/Overview 
1. Look at the title and 

headings. 
2. Read the first 

paragraph and last 
paragraphs. 

3. Read the 
article/chapter. 

4. Take notes. 
 

Skim, Re-read, and 
Note 

1. Quickly skim read the 
article/chapter. 

2. Re-read the 
article/chapter. 

3. Note or record 
important ideas. 

 

Paragraph Re-Read 
1. Read each paragraph 

quickly. 
2. Re-read to find 

important sentences or 
ideas. 

3. Continue. 
 

3’x5’ Card 
1. Put a card on 

top/bottom of sentence 
2. Move slowly ahead as 

you read 
 
 

Read and Pause 
1. Read a paragraph. 
2. Pause and check. (Do I 

understand?) 
3. Return or resume. 
 

 

 

FINAL WORD 

 All teachers should be teachers of reading in some form.  This chapter described eleven 

pre-reading strategies that can be used to prepare students to read expository text.  It also 

described seven simple study skill strategies that can be used to help students create meaning 

with expository text. 
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